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Hyderabad:Telangana
High Court dismissed a hab
eas corpus plea by Narla
Sudhakar Sharma alleging
illegal detention of his
daughter Narla Sri Vidya.
The Court observed that
due process was followed
in her arrest for suspected
CPI (Maoist) links and
closed the petition A
Division Bench of the
Telangana High Court
comprising Justice Moush
umi Bhattacharya and Justi
ce BR Madhusudhan Rao
on Monday closed a habeas
corpus petition filed by
Narla Sudhakar Sharma,
who alleged that his daugh-
ter Narla Sri Vidya was
illegally detained by the
police without following
due process.The petitioner,
a senior citizen, claimed
that his daughter was
picked up by plainclothes
police personnel from
Hafeezpet on July 24,
2025, without formal com-
munication, and sought her
production and release
from alleged illegal cus-
tody.However, the Govern
ment Pleader submitted
that Sri Vidya was taken

into custody based on cred-
ible intelligence linking her
as a State Comm ittee
member of the banned CPI
(Maoist). The State info
rmed the Court that a law-
ful search of her residence
was conducted in the pres-
ence of independent media-
tors and officials, leading
to the seizure of digital
devices and cash.It was fur-
ther stated that an arrest
memo was prepared, a med
ical examination was con-
ducted, and the accused
was produced before the
VIII Additionalplainclothes

Judicial First Class
Magistrate. The petitioner
was also informed of the
arrest as per Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) provisions.The
authorities added that Sri
Vidya had previously been
implicated in a 2019 case
and was listed as an under-
ground cadre of the banned
organisation. After consid-
ering submissions, the
Bench held that due
process was followed and
no illegal detention
occurred, and thus closed
the petition.

Due process followed in arrest of
Narla Sri Vidya, says Telangana HC

Meenakshi Natarajan’s ‘padayatra’ stirs
debate within Telangana Congress

Hyderabad: The proposed
padayatra of AICC Telan
gana in-charge Meenakshi
Natarajan in the State has
sparked an intense political
debate within ruling party
circles over the motive
behind the yatra.Does it
indicate a trust deficit bet
ween Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
and the party high com-
mand? Is the padayatra
intended to gauge public
sentiment? If that is the
case, does it imply that the
high command does not
fully trust the feedback
provided by the Chief
Minister and TPCC presi-
dent Mahesh Kumar
Goud?Meenakshi Nataraj
an is scheduled to begin her
padayatra from Thursday
(July 31). According to the
schedule released by TPCC
on Monday, her padayatra
will also include shra-
madanam. Incidentally, this
marks the first time an
AICC in-charge of a State
is undertaking a padayatra
in any State.Party leaders
are surprised by this new
initiative, as they do not
recall any such instance in
the past—neither in Telang
ana nor elsewhere in the
country.A section of lead-
ers believes that the initia-
tive is aimed at boosting
morale (‘josh’) among the
party cadre, especially with
local body elections appro
aching. However, many do
not share this view and see
it instead as an attempt by
the high command to gath-
er direct feedback from the
public on the implementa-
tion of government sche
mes.Such an exercise

would also offer grass-
roots-level work ers an
opportunity to interact
directly with the AICC
leader, enabling her to gain
an ‘unbiased’ perspective
of the ground reality. But
doesn’t that also imply that
the high command is wary
of the inputs coming from
the Chief Minister and the
TPCC leadership?It is no
secret that the Gandhi fam-
ily has been cold-shoulder-
ing Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy for some time.
Except for a recent meeting
in Delhi last week, he was
reportedly denied appoint-
ments with Rahul Gandhi,
even as other leaders—
including TPCC president
Mahesh Kumar Goud, a
few ministers, senior lead-
ers like Jagga Reddy, and
MP Mallu Ravi—were
granted meetings without
much delay.“The role of an
AICC in-charge is to serve
as a bridge between the
State unit and the party
high command. The in-
charge observes the politi-
cal situation, coordination
among ministers, MLAs,
and other leaders, and sub-

mits regular reports,” said a
senior leader at Gandhi
Bhavan.“Given that Meena
kshi Natarajan is a close
aide of Rahul Gandhi, her
padayatra has undoubtedly
generated a lot of curiosity
within the party,” the leader
added.During her week-
long padayatra, Natarajan
is expected to cover one
Assembly constituency in
each of the erstwhile dis-
tricts. In addition to shra-
madanam, she will hold
meetings with local party
leaders, including MPs,
MLAs, DCC office-bear-
ers, mandal and block pres-
idents, and others.The
Telangana Congres s unit is
currently grappling with
several internal issues—
rifts between loyalists and
turncoats, lack of coordina-
tion among MLAs and
MPs, and dissatisfaction
among leaders over insuffi-
cient recognition for their
contributions to the party.
To add to the turmoil, the
Chief Minister’s recent
admission that his govern-
ment resorted to phone tap-
ping has sparked fresh con-
troversy within the party.

No elections to Secunderabad
Cantonment Board: MoS Defence
Hyderabad : The Ministry
of Defence has confirmed
that elections to Cantonm
ent Boards, including Secu
nderabad, will not be held
as an excision and merger
process with State munici-
palities is underway. The
development was wel-
comed by local civic activ
ists and residents’ gro ups :
It is now confirmed that no
elections will be held for
the Cantonment Boards
across the country, includ-
ing the Secun derabad
Cantonment Board (SCB),
as excision process is cur-
rently underway.The Sec
underabad Cantonment
functions as a deemed civic
body under the administra-
tion of the Ministry of
Defence.Elections for the
eight wards of SCB were
last conducted in 2015. The
elections were due in 2020
but were deferred due to
the ongoing excision proce
ss.SCB is among the
Cantonment Boards short-
listed for excision.This
information was given in a
reply by Minister of State
for Defence Sanjay Seth in
the ongoing Lok Sabha ses-
sion.In response to an
unstarred question raised

by Congress MP Varun
Chaudhary (Ambala), on
July 25, Minister Sanjay
Seth said: “To bring unifor-
mity in municipal laws go
verning Cantonment areas
and adjoining State munici-
palities, a proposal for
excision of civil areas of
select Cantonments and
their merger with adjoining
municipalities has been ini-
tiated by the State govern-
ments. Since the outcome
of the excision exercise
may impact the governance
structure of the Canto
nment Boards, elections to
the Cantonment Boards

have not been conduct-
ed.”Reacting to the Mini
ster’s statement, Sanki
Ravinder, secretary of
SCB-based NGO Canto
nment Vikas Manch (CV
M), said in a statement to
the media: “This is a long-
pending demand, and we
have been fighting for the
merger. It is likely to
become a reality now, ush-
ering in a new era of gover-
nance and development for
Cantonment areas. We wel-
come this move and look
forward to the successful
implementation of the
merger proposal.”

Moosapet leads GHMC crackdown on littering,
dumping; fines touch Rs 58.95 lakh citywide

Hyderabad: The Moos
apet circle of the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corp
oration (GHMC) has emer
ged as the top performer
among the city’s 30 circles,
imposing the highest num-
ber of penalties for cleanli-
ness violations, including
littering in public places,
dumping debris in nalas,
and disposing of building
waste on roads and in water
bodies.Individuals and bus
inesses found violating
anti-littering regulations in
Moosapet alone faced
penalties amounting to Rs
8.62 lakh.Between March
and June, GHMC authori-
ties issued 3,138 challans
across all 30 circles, col-
lecting a total of Rs 58.95
lakh in penalties for public
littering. Of this, Moosapet
circle accounted for the
highest share, collecting Rs
8.62 lakh through 134 chal-
lans.The GHMC is levying
these penalties through its

recently launched mobile
application, the Compr
ehensive Challan Manag
ement System (CCMS),
which functions similarly
to traffic violation systems.
Offenders receive e-chal-
lans and can make pay-
ments online.Violations are
documented with photos
and GPS coordinates, and
SMS notifications are sent
to offenders, a senior Town
Planning official told ‘Tela
ngana Today’.Fines for lit-
tering on roads range from

Rs 500 to Rs 25,000, while
those who dump construc-
tion waste face penalties
between Rs 25,000 and Rs
2 lakh. Circle-level offi-
cials GHMCare also con-
ducting special drives tar-
geting businesses and
shopkeepers.Following
Moosapet, the other top
four circles in terms of
penalties collected are:
Uppal (Rs 6.13 lakh),
Kukatpally (Rs 5.58 lakh),
Khairatabad (Rs 3.27 lakh),
and Secunderabad

TGHRC seeks reports on Nagarkurnool school
food poisoning, fertility clinic malpractice
Hyderabad: The Telanga
na Human Rights Comm
ission (TGHRC), presided
over by Justice Shameem
Akther, has taken suo motu
cognizance of reports about
a food poisoning incident
at the Mahatma Jyothiba
Phule BC Welfare Gurukul
School near Uyyalawada in
Nagarkurnool district.The
Commission has sought a
comprehensive report from
Chief Secretary K. Rama
krishna Rao on the incident
by Monday.The TGHRC
has also taken suo motu

cognizance of serious alle-
gations reported in various
newspapers on July 27 and

28 concerning ille-
gal and unethical
practices at the
Universal Srushti
Fertility Centre in
Secund erabad and
its associated clinics
across Hyderabad,
Vijayaw ada, and
Visa khap atna
m.The Commis sion
has called for a
detailed report from
the Principal Secre
tary, Health, Medic

al & Family Welfare Depar
tment, by Monday

Hyderabad Attention diversion gang held
Hyderabad: Five mem-
bers of an attention diver-
sion gang were arrested by
the Tolichowki police on
Monday. The police recov-
ered Rs 7.55 lakh cash
from them.The arrested are
Mohd Bilal, Mohd Abdul
Azam, Mohd Iqbal, Mohd
Jameel Ahmed and Syed
Maaz Hussaini. Four oth-
ers, Abdul Shahed, Syed
Kaleel Ahmed, Mohd Akhil
Ahmed and Syed Irfan, are
absconding According to

the police, a man, P Sai
Prasad Reddy, came in con-
tact with Maaz on social
media as the former was
interested in buying cryp-
tocurrency.Maaz told Pra

sad that one of his friends
Irfan, was interested in sell-
ing the cryptocurrency and
asked him to come to
Paramount colon y.“On the
pretext of negotiating the
deal, the gang took Prasad
to an office in the colony.
Later, after diverting his
attention, they took away
cash of 6.40 lakh and fled,”
said G Chandra Mohan,
DCP (west).The gang had
cheated another person in a
manner of Rs 5.31 lakh.
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BRS accuses Revanth Reddy of
misusing police to target opposition

Hyderabad: Former MLA
Balka Suman has charged
the Congress government
with turning the police into
a private army to harass
BRS leaders. He said the
Jubilee Hills police regis-
tered false cases against
BRSV president Gellu
Srinivas Yadav’s wife Swet
ha under attempt-to-murder
charges. Addressing media-
persons at Telangana Bhav
an on Monday, Suman cou
ntered the Hyderabad poli
ce clarification on allega-
tions that the police regis-
tered attempt-to-murder
charges against Swetha, a
housewife. He said the
notices issued by the police
to Swetha clearly mention
Section 109 (1) of BNS,
which pertains to attempt
to murder and deliberately

misleading the public The
former MLA accused Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
of directing police to slap
false cases on BRS activ
ists even for social media
posts, while shielding Con
gress workers who were
attacking BRS leaders.BRS
leader Manne Krishank
cautioned that the Congress

government will bring a
bad reputation to the entire
police department by mak-
ing them lie. “Now, will the
Hyderabad City Police offi-
cial handle apologise to KT
Rama Rao for their false
statement, or the CM’s
Office who forced the
police department to tweet
this?” he asked.

KTR blasts Revanth Reddy over pend-
ing bills of Midday Meals scheme

Hyderabad: BRS working
president KT Rama Rao
accused Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy of pushing
school children into hunger
by failing to clear long-
pending Midday Meal sche
me bills. He urged the
Chief Minister not to make
children pay the price for
the government’s
failure.“First you snatched
eggs from children’s plates,
now even vegetables are
gone. What a disgrace that
someone like you is the
Education Minister of this
State,” he said, targeting
the Chief Minister over
news reports about students
being deprived of nutri-
tious meals under the
Midday Meal scheme due
to non-payment of
bills.Rama Rao said Midd
ay Meal in-charges have
stopped submitting bills
altogether, having lost faith

in the government’s will-
ingness to pay. “At the very
least, release the pending
bills immediately,” he
demanded.Complaints are
growing over non-payment
of pending bills, leading to
a sharp decline in the qual-
ity and quantity of meals,

leaving lakhs of children
affected. Students are repor
tedly being served just rice
and dal every day, instead
of the prescribed menu
comprising dal, sambar or
vegetable curry for two
days each, and egg on four
days per week..

Kothagudem: DSFI demands probe
into food poisoning cases in Gurukuls
Kothagudem: The
Democratic Students Fede
ration (DSFI) demanded an
inquiry into food poisoning
incidents taking place in
Gurukuls across the State.
A large number of students
and activists of the DSFI
Kothagudem district com-
mittee took out a protest
rally to the district collec-
torate here on Mon day.
Speaking on the occasion,
DSFI national convener Dr
Vivek wanted the Congress
government to take imme-
diate steps to prevent stu-
dent deaths in Gurukuls
due to food poisoningHe
called for the release of
pending scholarships and
fee reimbursement dues
worth Rs 8600 crore.
Several private college
managements were facing
serious financial difficul-
ties, and many of them
were being closed as the
scholarships and reim-
bursement dues were pend-

ing for a long time.Dr
Vivek demanded that pend-
ing diet bills be released
within five months. He said
steps should be taken to fill
up MEO and DEO posts in
the State along with 20,000
vacant teacher posts. It was
sad that there was no dedi-
cated minister to look after
education, and an Educ
ation Minister should be
appointed without delay, he
said.Asscholarships and
fee many Gurukuls were
being run in rented build-

ings, he said permanent
buildings must be con-
structed. The mid-day meal
scheme should be extended
to intermediate students,
and pending mid-day meal
bills in government schools
should also be released. He
also demanded that 30 per
cent of the funds in the
State budget be allocated to
the education sector.DSFI
state leaders B Veerabha
dram, K Saikumar, M Sha
ntha Kumar, G Surya Prak
ash  others were present.

Passengers suffer as Kothagudem
station works move at slow pace

Kothagudem: The works
related to the modernisa-
tion of Kothagudem rail-
way station under the
Amrit Bharat Station Sche
me (ABSS) have been pro-
gressing at a slow pace,
much to the inconvenience
of passengers.The works
were taken up in 2023 with
an estimated cost of Rs
25.41 crore and were sup-
posed to be completed with
in one year. Although
South Central Railway
officials had earlier issued
statements claiming that
the works were moving at a
fast pace, the ground reali-
ty suggests otherwise, as
per public complaints.It
may be noted that Kothag
udem railway station,
under the Secunderabad
division, was among the 40
railway stations selected
for upgradation across
Telangana under ABSS.
The station was categorised
as a non-suburban grade-4
(NSG-4) station.The pro-
posed works included con-
struction of a 12-metre-
wide foot overbridge (Fo
B), installation of one lift
and one escalator, landscap
ing in circulating areas, and
depiction of art and culture

in the station premises, in
addition to improvement of
the station building façade
However, several works
such as the installation of
the lift and escalator, devel-
opment of the waiting hall,
platform improvements,
and other infrastructure
upgrades are yet to be com-
pleted. As a result, passen-
gers continue to face diffi-
culties.The station, which
falls under the Dornak
al–Manugur section, recor
ds an average footfall of
8,020 passengers per day
and serves as a key point
connecting the temple town
of Bhadrachalam and the

industrial areas of Paloncha
and Manuguru, besides
Kothagude m.D uring a
recent visit, Kham mam
MP R Raghuram Reddy
and Rajya Sabha me mber
G Renuka Chowd hary also
expressed concern over the
slow pace of renovation
and urged officials to expe-
dite the works. Divisional
Railway Users’ Consult
ative Committee (DRUCC)
member Y Srinivas Reddy
informed that several peti-
tions have been submitted
to railway authorities to
speed up the works. The
issue was also raised in a
recent DRUCC meeting.

Uniform detention policy for engineer-
ing courses still pending in Telangana

Hyderabad: Despite repe
ated appeals from students,
academic experts and even
legislators, a uniform
detention system in profes-
sional education, including
engineering, still remains a
distant dream for students
in the State.With each uni-
versity following its own
rules, there is a wide-spre
ad concern among students
and parents alike.Further,
these universities students
must pass 75 percent of
their prescribed credits in
second year to get promo-
tion eligibility to third year.
The bar is set even higher
in the third year where stu-
dents must secure 83.3 per-
cent of the credits to be eli-
gible for promotion to final
year engineering. Failing to
secure requisite credits or
not maintaining a mini-
mum of 75 percent of the
attendance will lead to
detention in the same
year.However, the Jawa
harlal Nehru Technological
University (JNTU) –

Hyderabad and Kakatiya
University have been fol-
lowing liberal policy for
promoting students. These
universities have placed a
mandate of securing a min-
imum of 25 percent of pre-
scribed credits for promo-
tion.There has been a
demand for a standardized
system for implementation
of detention and promotion
policy in the State.R
esponding to the issue
raised by MIM legislator
Akbaruddin Owaisi in the
Assembly, Minister Damo
dar Rajanarasimha had said

the detention policy was
exempted for the academic
year 2024-25 and a com-
mon detention policy
would be brought from the
academic year 2025-
26.Although the Minister
chaired a meeting with
higher education depart-
ment and university offi-
cials concerned, the issue
persists even as the fresh
academic year 2025-26
commenced.“So far, two
meetings were conducted
but no decision has been
taken yet,” a senior
TGCHE official said.

Police bust counterfeit Apple accessories racket,
seize material worth Rs 3 crore in Hyderabad
Hyderabad :police bust-
ed a counterfeit Apple
accessories racket, arrest-
ing three persons and seiz-
ing goods worth ?3 crore.
The suspects sourced fake
products from Mumbai
and sold them as genuine
through a retail outlet in
Koti. A total of 2,761
items were confiscated. In
a major crackdown on
counterfeit electronics,
the Task Force (Central)
team busted a racket
involved in the illegal sale
of fake Apple-branded
mobile accessories and
arrested three persons,
apart from seizing materi-
al worth Rs 3 crore at Mir
Alam mandir.The suspects
have been identified as
Mohd Shahid Ali (48),
Irfan Ali (49), and Santosh
Rajpurohit (39).Accordig
to police officials, the trio
was procuring fake Apple
products from agents in
Mumbai and selling them
in Hyderabad by packaging
them with forged Apple
logos, MRP stickers, and
security seals to resemble
genuine products During
the raid on July 26, police
seized a total of 2,761
counterfeit Apple products,

including AirPods, watch-
es, USB cables, adaptors,
etc.Mohd Shahid Ali stored
the counterfeit goods at his
residence after procuring
them from Mumbai. Irfan
Ali acted as a distributor,
while Santosh Rajpurohit
sold the items through his
retail outlet, PM Mobiles,
located in Gujarati Galli,
Koti.“The suspects duped
customers by sellinacces-
sories and arrested three
persons, apart from seizing
material worth Rs 3 crore at
Mir Alam mandir.after
procuring them from
Mumbai. Irfan Ali acted as

The suspects haveMRP
stickers, and security seals
to resemble genuine been
identified as Mohd Shahid
Ali (48), Irfan Ali (49), and
Santosh Rajpurohit (39).
Accordig to police offi-
cialsg the fake items as
original Apple accessories,
causing financial loss to
buyers and damaging the
brand’s reputation,” said
Y.V.S. Sudhee ndra, DCP,
Task Force.The suspects,
along with the seized mate-
rial, have been handed over
to the Mirchowk Police for
further investigation and
legal proceedings.
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